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which was not the least affecting part of the day to my
feelings, and could not be the least grateful testimony of
his merit received by Sheridan. I have myself en-
joyed that embrace on such an occasion, and know its
value. There was a grand shaking of hands and leave-
taking among the assistants of both sexes on this day.'

It was on this occasion that Gibbon listened with emo-
tion, as he tells us in his Miscellaneous Works, to the
personal compliment paid him ; in the presence of the
British nation;' when Sheridan, having declared that
the facts he had to relate were * unparalleled in atro-
eiousness/ added that 'nothing equal in criminality
was to be traced either in ancient or modern history,
in the correct periods of Tacitus or the luminous pages
of Gibbon/

It is often related that at the close of the sentence
the orator turned to a friend, and whispered: c I said
voluminous.' The author of the joke was not, however,
Sheridan, but Dudley Long, who was sitting next to
Gibbon in the gallery. When the passage occurred
Gibbon was naturally pleased, and, as Dudley Long
thought, for the gratification of hearing the compliment
again, he asked his neighbour to tell him exactly what
Sheridan had said. * Oh/ said Dudley Long, * he said
something about youx voluminous pages.'

Lord Russell, on whose authority we give the story,
was told it by Dudley Long himself.

At the end of the session Sir Gilbert, to enjoy his